
NATURA L L I MITATIONS TO URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE SANFORD PLANNING AREA 

1. Thr ee - f o urth s o f t he yea r, the pr evai lin g winds blow fr om the southwest, making 
it n ecess ar y t o pr event the l oca ti on , in the southwest port i on of t he plannin g 
~ r ea , o f land us es which will emi t lar ge quantities o f noxious o d o r s, noises, or 
air p o llut an t s . 

2 . T he limited quantities of g r oun d water available wi ll n ot su ppl y the water quantity 
demands o f intensive urban d eve l o p ment . Th e more wells which are du g, the more 
qui ck l y the y will "d ry up" in tim es of drought . 

3 . Th e so ils fo u nd a l ong s tr eam beds thr oughou t t he area a r e gene rall y not suitable 
for any urb an d evelo pm en t except recreation. T he suitabi l ity of th e soi ls i n 
th e northwestern tw o -t hirds of the pl anning area f or se pt ic tank sewage di sposal 
i s qu es tion ab le making th at part of t he area gene r ally unsuitable for intensi ve 
urb an d evelo p men t until such tim e as sewer faciliti es are available. 

4. T he s t ee p s l o p es f o und in the extreme eastern part of t he pl anning area ma k e that 
sec ti o n un sui tabl e f or a n y intensive urban d evelopment . T he moderate s l o pes of 
th e western p o rti o n are we ll- su it e d t o r esi d en ti al use, but are gene rall y not d e 
s irabl e f o r comme r c i al and indu st ri al uses. 

5 . Of t he fi ve prin c ipal drainage basins in th e plannin g area, the Big Buffalo Basin 
seems most suitable for int ensive urban development in the f o reseeable futur e 
since it i s th e one which can be mos t ex t ens i ve l y served wi th g ravit y sewers . 

6 . Th e sma ll vo l umes o f t he s tr eams which fl ow thr o u gh the planning area will make 
it necessary f o r th e Cit y o f Sanford t o turn t o th e Dee p and Cape F ea r R i vers 
f o r bo th wat e r su ppl y and sewage disp osa l requirements . 
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